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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
(Continued from p. 97.) 

In the Acts of the Apostles, the chapter and verse 
{ cannot name, it is related that armsecel of the 
Lord stood by Paul and bade him net fear, adding 
that he (the Lord,) had much people in that city. 
Now if all the people in the city, in common with 
all mankind, were heirs of salvation, where is the 
propriety of the speech ? and will it not rather im- 
ply, that such shall be the effect of his preaching, 
that many in that city would embrace the Gospel, 
and becgme the people of God in a different sense 
trom those who remained in unbelief? 

Again, when it is said, “ He that believeth shall 
be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned,” 
(or judged, xaraxedgosrat,) is it not straining the 
text to read and understand it as meaning, He that 
believeth shall be saved, and he that believeth net 
shall be saved also ? 

Taking into view the whole ef our existence, 
which we believe will be eternal, and then reflecting 
on the mere’ point of time which makes the whole 
of our earthly existence, is it not surprising, that for 
the sake of a belief (i.e. of our final salvation,) which 
still leaves us exposed to various miseries here, so 
much should be said in the Scriptures to induce us 
to believe the Gospel, and to conform to it in heart 
and life, if it can only influence that scanty portion 
of our existence which is allotted to us in this life ? 

Once more—What can be St. Paul’s meaning 
when he expresses so much anxiety, Jest, having 
preached to others, he himself should be a castaway, 
on the supposition of Universal Salvation? And 
what does he mean by exhorting men to be holy, 
adding, “ without which (i. e. without holiness) no 
man shall see the Lord?” This is not answered 
by saying that all men shall see the Lord, in the 
sense of the text, but none without holiness, for He 
himself will make them holy—for then the exhor- 
tation would be nugatory. Canpibus. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 
* REMARKS. 

Candidus introduces Acts xviii. 9,10, where it is 
related that the “ Lord spake to Paul in the night 
by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not 
thy peace ; for I am with thee, and no man shall set 
on thee to hurt thee ; for I have much people in this 
city.” (Corinth.) Candidus then interrogates— 
* Now if all the people in the city, in common with 
all mankind, were heirs of salvation, where is the 
propriety of the speech?” Now we shall first ex- 
umine the speech, and then propose a quere for 
Candidus’s leisure. It appears that Paul feared the 
Corinthians, who were generally given to idolatrous 





worship and practices. It pleased God to quiet his 


fears. How? Ans. By informing Paul, who was 
ignorant of the inhabitants of Corinth, generally, 
relative to their feelings and sentiments respecting 
the Gospel which he preached; therefore, God 
communicated to Paul the knowledge of a fact, ot 
which Paul was previously ignorant. It appears 
Paul supposed the people of Corinth were almos' 
altogether devoted to the worship of idols. This 
same Paul declares, Rom. vi. 16. “ Know ye not, 
that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, 
his servants ye are?” Ne. The idolatrous Corin- 
thians, were, in contradistinction to Paul, and be- 
lievers in, and servants to, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the servants of the zdols they worshipped. But the 
Lord informed Paul that He “ had much people in” 
Corinth. If you please, in other words—* Paul, 
there is no ground for your fears. Instead of almo .! 
all the inhabitants of Corinth being ignorant of the 
Gospel, and worshipping idols, there are many who 
worship Me. Therefore, (becattse of this,) no man 
shall hurd you. And Iam with you, likewise,” 
Will Candidus please to answer the following 
question—Paul, during his visit to Athens, spake as 
follows—Acts xvil. 22—29. “ Then Paul stood in 
the midst of Mars-hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, 
[ perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. 
For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I 
found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UN- 
KNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly 
worship, him declare I unto vou. God, that made 
the world, and all things therein, seeing that he is 
Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples 
made with hands: neither is worshipped with men’s 
hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he 
giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; and 
hath made of one blood all nations of men, for to 
dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath deter- 
mined the'times before appointed, and the bounds 
of their habitations: that they should seek the 
Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find 
him, though he be not far from every one of us: 
for in him we live and move, and have our being: 
as certain also of your own poets have said, For we 
are also his offspring. Forasmuch then as we are 
the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the 
Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven 
by art and man’s device.” Now, if all men are of 
one blood, and all men are the offspring of God, 
where is the propriety in denying that all will be 
heti's of salvation 2 Subjoined to this testimony is 
the declaration of Jesus Christ, (Matt. xxiii. 9, to the 
multitude,) “Call no man your father upon the 
earth: for ene is your Father, which is in heaven !” 
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Will God, the FarHer OF ALL, DISINHERIT and 
limitably reject his CHILDREN? God has answer- 
ed this question. Isa. liv. “For a small moment 
have I forsaken thee ; (language this, for description, 
which can never be exceeded,) but with great mer- 
cies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my- 
self from thee for a moment,” &c. “ For the moun- 
tains shall depart, and the hills be removed ; but my 
kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shal] 
the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the 
Lord that hath mercy on thee.” Who are those, 
on whom the Lord will have mercy? Ans. “The 
Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies are over 
all his works!” We could propose numerous ques- 
tions of the complexion of the above. But, we 
think Candidus’s good sense will perceive the force 
of the argument, and render an enumeration unne- 
cessary. 

Now we are quite willing to acknowledge that 
those Corinthians who believed, with Paul, the Gos- 
pel of Christ, became the people of God in a differ- 
ent sense from those who remained in unbelief. 
This is easily explained. ‘Those wlio were ignorant 
of God, and, consequently, unbelievers, did not know 
that they were heirs of salvation, or, that God was 
their Father. The declaration of the prophet is a 
*“'They that 
nnow thy name, will put their trusi in thee.” And 
it must inevitably follow, that those who are ignorant 
of God, will not put their trust in him. But, we 
have Christ’s authority for saying, that “ ll shall 
be taught of God!” Then, Candidus must ac- 
knowledge, that all will become the people of God, 
in a different sense from what they were when ig- 
norant of God. 

Candidus, quotes—“ He that believeth shall be 
saved; and he that believeth not shall be damned,” 
&c. and asks, “Is it not straining the text, to read 
and understand it as meaning, He that believeth 
shall be saved; and he that believeth noéf shall be 
saved also?” Ans. Yes! And is it not likewise 
“ straining the text, to read and understand it as 
meaning, ‘ He that believeth not shall be made end- 
lessly miserable ?’” But, you will please to observe, 
that it is not “straining the text, to read it, and 
understand it, as meaning,” that, “ He that believeth 
not is condemned already.” This is the way we 
read and understand it! When Paul was an unbe- 
liever, he was condemned; or, if you please, damn- 
ed. When Paul believed, he was saved! We have 
experienced both ; the damnation and the salvation 
spoken of. And permit us to tell you, that unless a 
man is condemned, or damned, in sin, he cannot be 
saved! He must be lost before you can save him. 
There is no finding any thing that is not lost/— 
Christ did “ not come to call the righteous, but sin- 
ners to repentance. The whole need not a physi- 
cian, but those that are sick !” 

Candidus considers it surprising that “so much 
should be said in the Scriptures to induce us to 
believe the Gospel, and to conform to it in heart 
and life, if it can only influence that scanty portion 
of our existence which is allotted to us in this life,” 
&e. Candidus will please to consider, that a thing 


complete illustration of this subject. 





may be very surprising, and very true, at the same 
time. He will likewise please to consider, that 
God has made known what was once a mystery, 
(secret) namely, that it is his “ good pleasure which 
he hath purposed in himself, that in the dispensa- 
tion of the fulness of times he might gather toge- 
ther in one all things in Christ,” &c. Now would 
it not be surprising, if mankind, in that “ scanty 
portion of existence which is allotted them in this 
life,” should prevent God’s good pleasure from be- 
ing accomplished? Would it not be still more sur- 
prising, if God should leave an eyent which is his 
good pleasure, and which he hath purposed in him- 
self to accomplish, to contingencies growing out of 
a scanty portion of man’s existence in this life? 
To our conception, the wonder would be here! 
Candidus’s quere amounts to this—Is it not surpri- 
sing, if true, that God should make a revelation of 
himself, his character and purposes, to man, when 
that revelation has nothing to.do with the accom- 
plishment of his purposes, as regards man in an- 
other mode of existence? Will Candidus concede 
that God’s revelation is a link in the chain of his 
great plan of the “ RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets since the world began,” and, at the same 
time, altogether independent of the agency of man 
for its accomplishment, so far as regards his merits 
or demerits; his voluntary acquiescence or refusal ? 
If Candidus will acknowledge this, and consider 
that ninety-nine out of an hundred of all the human 
race, to this day, never saw nor heard of the Scrip- 
tures, or of God’s revelation to man, the difficulty 
will all vanish. But, if he refuses to make this 
concession, then, we shall defend our premisses, 
and he will be at a loss to account for the supposed 
facts, which, being unsupported by testimony, must 
be ranked, at most, with conjecture and hypothesis. 

Candidus next interrogates relative to Paul’s de- 
claration, 1 Cor. ix. 27, “on the supposition that 
Universalism is true?” Ans. Let C. read the pre- 
ceding verse—* I therefore run not as uncertainly !”” 
What could Paul mean, when he spoke of certainty, 
coupled with the possibility of being a castaway, ii 
endless misery was possibly to be his fate? Now 
we consider Paul to mean, that if he did not keep 
his body in subjection, or in other words, (and they 
are his own) if he “ sowed to the flesh, of the flesh 
he would reap corruption.” Candidus will please 
to consider—First, That to be cast away, or casi 
off, and to be made endlessly or any way miserable, 
in a future state of existence, are two things. Now 
we understand this subject precisely as the Serip- 
tures explain it. David says, “Cast me not away 
from thy presence.” Why? Because, “ In thy pre- 
sence are fulness of joys,” &c. God, speaking otf 
the house of Judah by the mouth of the prophet 
Zech. x. 6. says, “ And they shall be as though I 
had not cast them off; for I the Lord their God 
will hear them.” Again—Speaking of Ephraim, 
Hos. ix. 17, “My God will cast them away.” If 
Candidus will read chap. xiii. he will find that 
Ephraim, although cast away, will be ransomed! 
That Israel, although destroyed, will find help in 
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God. The declaration by Isaiah, is emphatic :— 
“For a small moment have I forsaken thee :” (cast 
thee away!) Surely, there is nothing in this phrase- 
ology incompatible with the supposition, yea, with 
a firm belief, of Universal salvation. 

Candidus continues, and queries relative to 
Paul’s exhortation to be holy. His remark, that 
Panl’s declaration would be nugatory, &c. does not 
agree with Heb. vili. 10-13. What is meant by see- 
mg the Lord? Is it not proper to understand this 
passage to mean, that, unless a man conforms to 
dzod, by loving mankind as God loves them, and 
by being merciful, as God is merciful, he cannot 
see, or understand the love and mercy of God? We 
think it is, for the plain reason, that Christ, our 
Teacher, said, “ Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall obtain mercy !” 

(To be concluded in our next.) 
ee 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
THE MORALIST, NO. VII. 
“4 soft answer turneth away wrath: but griev- 
ous words stir up anger.” SOLOMON. 

It is somewhat astonishing that man should be so 
blinded with madness, as to be unable to discern 
the consequences flowing from the indulgence of 
a retaliating spirit. Strange that he should be so 
shortsighted as not to learn that it is only adding 
tuel to fire, to treat with severity or wrath the an- 
gry expressions of others. Among imperfect beings, 
difference of opinion must and will exist. Among 
beings prone to err, malicious feelings are indulged 
to the disgrace and disadvantage of human crea- 
tures. Huddled together as we are by the business 
of the world, thrown into society as we necessarily 
are, dependant upon the community for patronage, 
to obtain sustenance, and acquire respectability, we 
become the immediate associates of each other. 
Necessity compels us to reciprocate in some mea- 
sure the feelings that may exist among our friends. 
That differences do and must exist, differences 
that are calculated to set on fire the whole mental 
world, and destroy the peace of society, is undeni- 
able. We never, however, should be disposed to 
condemn the actions of another without proper re- 
flection, and just cause. If we ever disapprove, it 
should be seasoned with mildness, with love, with 
meekness, and forbearance. Ifwe ever give admo- 
nition, we should possess a proper frame of mind, 
and adopt a proper tone of voice as well as ap- 
pearance. 

It should ever be our object to dispossess the 
malignant of their principles of anger. It can do 
no good to us, nor any one else, to be angry. What 
should we do in such acase? We should devise 
every means in our power to eradicate those hate- 
ful passions, which only disturb the serenity of his 
temper, and create the most unpleasant sensations 
in the bosoms of others. Our conduct on such 
occasions, should be judicious. We should remem- 
ber the proverb of the wise man, and learn, that soft 
words turn away wrath. Among our acquaintance 
we should ever teach this important and soul ani- 
mating dectrine: Among our friends we should not 





neglect expatiating Upon its beauties. Among our 
families we should be anxiously engaged in sowing 
the seeds of mildness, urbanity of temper, and for- 
bearance. That man should allow himself to sport 
with, or treat with harshness, the remarks or re- 
proofs of an affectionate and beloved companion, if 
they are dictated and delivered with anger, betrays 
a want of circumspection, of an acquaintance with 
the principles of domestic government, and exposes 
his ignorance of human nature, Let the husband 
ever treat with becoming respect the language of a 
female breast, whether it be reasonable or unrea- 
sonable; whether it be respectiul or disrespectful ; 
and he will promote their mutual happiness. Let 
the wife learn subjection to her husband, and that 
peaceful language is calculated to cause the coun 

tenance to glow with transport and affection. Let 
all learn, that “Soft answers turn away wrath, and 
grievous words stir up anger.” | L.. 

—>— 
From the (Hariford) Religious Inquirer. 


ANOTHER VICTIM TO RELIGIOUS DELUSION. 

We deem it to be our duty, to lay the following 
letter before our readers. It presents the melan- 
choly account of another victim to the gloomy, 
heart-rending, and life-destroying doctrine of eter- 
nal, cruel, and unmeyciful sufferings. Religious 
papers, under missionary influence, often labour to 
enlist the feelings in their cause, by presenting the 
gloomy and melancholy picture of women burning 
themselves on the funeral pile of their deceased 
husbands. The horrid tale is told in such a manner 
as to excite sympathy, and direct the hand to the 
purse to fill the missionary cofier, to prevent those 
awful deeds. We would ask, Is the life of a Hindoo 
any more precious than that of an American? [f 
not, why all this display of sympathy, and public 
notice, in all those papers, when a Hindoo woman 
burns herself, and yet, when a person under the 
influence of this cruel, heart-rending doctrine of 
unmerciful and eternal torments, puts an end to his 
or her existence by the halter, the razor, or by 
drowning, seldom is the thing noticed, and when 
noticed, done as lightly as possible? It is believed 
that the victims who have fallen under this God- 
dishonoring, and life-destroying doctrine, within a 
few years, (since “revivals” have become so fre- 
quent,) far exceed the number who have died on 
the funeral pile, as three to one. In addition to 
which, insanity, produced by the same causes, has 
prevailed in an alarming degree. Yet no sympathy 
is felt, or very little, for those unfortunate persons 
deprived of reason, or of life, by this doctrine of 
unmerciful sufferings. 

It is to be hoped that that part of the community, 
who still possess generous and liberal sentiments, 
and have a due regard to the happiness and peace 
of society, will zealously engage in united labours 
to stay the progress of this growing evil. Huvs- 
panps: The wife of your bosoms—the tender mo- 
ther of your echildren—shall I say it? distracted 
with the cruel apprehension of eternal misery, may 
leave you a widower, your children motherless.— 
Faruers; Your sons, and your daughters, your 
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pride and hope, may, distracted with the idea of 
having “cominitted the unpardonable sin,”—and, 
“that there is no mercy in heaven for them,” make 
the fatal plunge. Many a sensible mind and feel- 
ing heart has fallen a victim to delusion and error. 
READ—READ for yourselves, and say, whut is 
your duty. 

The lady mentioned in the letter, who destroyed 
herself, was the wife of a Presbyterian clergyman. 
According to request, we withhold the names. 


[ Editor. 


MANLIUS, MARCH 9, 1822, 

Dear Harriet—1 embrace the first moment at 
coumand, to communicate to you the most melan- 
choly intelligence. Death seems to have become 
the common topic of correspondence between us; 
but never before have we been constrained to an- 
nounce it under such awful, such aggravated cir- 
cumstances, Brother Jaseph’s wife is gone—but, 
ah! how shall [ relate, that in a paroxysin of de- 
rangement she perpetrated the fatal deed, and fell 
hy her own hand, 

For about three months she had been in a very 
melancholy and even despairing state of mind. 
Hler exercises have been very singular since the 
fore part of last summer. At that time she gave 
up her hope, was greatly distressed in mind, and for 
From this 
extreme distress, she was brought out into most 
Through the summer and fall, 


a few days, seemed partially deranged. 


marvellous light. 


she rejoiced in that light, and exhibited a life of 


the most exemplary Christian. Her humility, 
deep conviction of her depravity, reverence and 
love for the character of God, were remarked by 
all her friends. From that time 
lose her hold on earth. She laboured very hard 
through the summer to supply the necessities of 
the family; this together with the intenseness of 
her religious feelings, seemed to impair her consti- 


she seemed to 


tution; she becaine neryous and extremely distress- 
ed in mind; complained of most horrid tempta- 
tions of the adversary; could not eat, nor sleep 
much; because almost indifferent to every earthly 
We hoped, indeed, to see her triumph 
ugain over her spiritual enemies; but alas! this 
She continued in 
this state of fixed despondency—refused to receive 


concern, 
solace was not permitted us, 


any consolation——said her day of graee was past— 
that she had committed the unpardonable sin, and 
there was no mercy for her. 
if given up to the power of the adversary ; would 
sometimes inquire with solicitude, whether there 
was danger of her being left to destroy herself 
But though (for wise 
reasons) she was permitted to commit the fatal 
deed, we cannot but hope, that in her death she 
triumphed. ‘The act we think was not her own, as 
it was perpetrated without the use of her mental 


said she was tempted to it. 


powers. She ever manifested an abhorrence of 
sin, and even during her exquisite suffering, was 
the greatest example of patience and submission | 
In full expectation of eternal m:sery, 
She felt 


ever saw. 
she would say, God was perfectly just. 


She said she felt as | 





very anxious that others should flee from the wrath 


to come. 
Sometime previous to her dissolution, she seemed 


impressed with the idea that she could not live long ; 
wished me to take the babe, and exercise a motherly 
care for all the children. 

Ow Wednesday of last week, brother took her to 
the house of a friend, about twelve miles distant, 
for the purpose of recreating her mind. It was 
proposed to leave her there for a fortnight.— 
After brother left her she grew worse: Sabbath: 
evening she proposed to go home. The family 
tried to discourage her; the travelling was bad, and 
the night dark. She said she should never see her 
family again, if she did not go that night. They 
told her they would carry her the next morning. She 
seemed ina measure pacified, and retired to bed 
about twelve o’cloek. in the mean time Mrs. B. 
had had the precaution to secrete the razor; she 
also slept in the bed with her. Mrs. E. arose in the 
morning before it was light; Mrs. B. also arose as 
soon as she could; but before she could get on her 
clothes, Mrs. E. had found the fatal instrument. 
Mrs. B. perceiving she went to the spot where it 
was laid, seized hold of her, and demanded what 
she had got? She answered not a word, but forced 
herself away, and fled with all her might. Mr. B. 
pursued as fast as possible; but the distance she 
had got from him, and the darkness, prevented his 
discovering her. There was a bridge about a dozen 
roods from the house; from this she precipitated 
herself, after giving herself the fatal wound with the 
razor. Mr. B. concluding she had started for home, 
went over the bridge some distance ; but as it grew 
light, and he could not perceive her, he grew more 
alarmed; returned and alarmed the neighbour- 
+hood; she was soon tracked by blood to the bridge, 
and discovered floating a little distance down the 
stream, 

—<>—-- 

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
WESTERN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS, 
In the State of New-York. 

The delegates and ministers constituting the 
Western Association of Universalists, assembled in 
Lee, N. ¥. on Wednesday morning, June 5, 1622 ; 
and after uniting in solemn thanks and invocation 
with Br. A. Greene, proceeded to the organization 
of the Council.— 

1. Appointed—By. W. Unnerwoon, Moderator. 

2. Br. S. R. Smrru, Clerks 

Br. G. B. Lisner, , 

3, Received and read the letters from the various 
Societies, Which gave assurance of increase of nuin- 
bers and stability. 

4, Received requests from the Societies in Smith- 
field, Albany, Ellisburg, Mentz, Sempronius, Ca- 
millus, Oswego, Waterford, Hartford, Dansville, 
and the church in Virgil, for the fellowship of this 


association. 


Societies in fvllowship, - - - 62 
Churches, - - - - - 42 
Ministering Brethren present, ; . 15 
Absent, , - LS 
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Names and Residence of Preachers. 

NATHANIEL Sracy, Hamilton. 

Wittiam Unperwoop, Litchfield. 

STrepHeN R. Situ, New-Hartford. 

SETH Jones, Augusta. 

STEPHEN Mites, Augusta. 

isaac Wuirnat, Camillus. 

Pitt Morse, Henderson. 

Cornextius G. Parson, Ellisbure. 

Amos Cranpatr, Waterford, (Penn.) 

ARTHUR Fie.p, Otsego. 

Satmon Apnams, Riga. 

Ouirver Ackiey, Madison, 

Jos Porter, Hamilton. 

(seEorGE B. Lisuer, Albany. 

Samueut A. Skeever, Oxford. 

Joun S. FLaGier, Scipio. 

‘Tuomas Gross, Williamsville. 

Liscoms Knapp, Brighton. 

Catvin Morton, Murray. 

Arcuetaus Green, Virgil. 

AnprREW VANDENBERG, /’oimpey. 

James Foster, Manlius. 

STEPHEN Cook, Hadley. 

[Epwin Ferris, Unadilla. 

Lewis Prrrs, Danby. 

Lewis Beers, Danby. 

Daniet Upson, Dansville. 

James Goupy, Western. 

Cates Topp, Chatauque. 

Aurrep Peck, Stafford. 

Hous Sampson, Stafford. 

CIRCULAR. 

The Western Association of Universalists, to the 
Churches and Societies in their fellowship, the be- 
lievers in like precious faith dispersed abroad, the 
professors of religion of every name, and to all 
where this epistle may come ; send salutations of 
peace : 

Brethren, We met in love, were welcomed with 
cordial affection, worshipped “ in the unity of the 
spirit,” and our deliberations were conducted with 
patience, precaution, faithfulness and friendship. 
Grateful to our feeling, was the presence of a large 
number of representatives, from Socicties widely 
dispersed over an extensive region ; and pleasant 
indeed, was the sight of many, till now unknown 
in our Israel, bearing messages of peace from new- 
ly organized Societies and churches. With very 
few exceptions, there has been an essential increase 
of members the past vear. Nor is this addition of 
numbers to be traced to those moral and intellectua! 
derangements, which, like tue swollen and impetu- 
ous torrent, sweeps with wide waste the fairest works 
of man, and defaces the beauties of nature ; but to 
the calm and dignified exertion af reasan and re- 
search, which, like the majestic involutions of a 
inighty stream, bears peace in its bosom, beauty 
and abundance on its borders, and widely difiuses 
happiness and joy. From our increase of numbers, 
the community, in general, is better inforined of the 
nature and principles of our faith and doctrine ; and 
by the peaceful and moral deportment of our breth- 


. ae » pine ann Aina attant) na ’ 
ren, our sentiments command due attention, and the 


order suitable respect. We hail these tokens of lib- 
erality, as the triumph of reason and religion, over 
ignorance, error, and prejudice. For, it should not 
be forgotten, that every attempt to reform the 
church, and expunge palpable errors and absurdi- 
ties from Confessions of faith, has been considered 
an unwarrantable innovation ; and the instruments 
and abettors of such reformation, have as uniformly 
been stigmatized, and denounced the enemies of re- 
ligion, of God, and of man. Having then in our 
turn borne the full odium of narrow minds, the rage 
of zealots, the fury of fanatics, and having been 
thus taught the great moral lesson of patience, for- 
titude and charity, we neither institute nor cele- 
brate religious festivals in honour of victory, nor tri- 
umph in the wounds of our fallen enemies: we 
thank God, that * now is our salvation nearer than 
when we believed.” In proportion to the number 
of Societies, is the nuinber of delegates, and attend- 
ants on our annual sessions; hence, where a few 
years since, but “two or three” met in the service 
of the order, thousands now throng to the sanctuary 
at the solemn convocation. Where once the harp 
of praise hung silent, tuneful bands now chant in 
prelibation of immortal joy. The solemn darkness 
that brooded over the west and south, has been pen- 
etrated with the “light of the morning, even a 
morning without clouds,” and rejoicing multitudes 
now find a Father in their God, an advocate in the 
Redeemer, and “ joy in the Holy Spirit.” 

The spirit of inquiry and investigation now so 
prevalent, opens an ample field to the ministers of 
the Word; such, therefore, as can conveniently itin- 
erate, are furnished with every inducement to en- 
ter upon that manner of ministration. Few socie- 
ties have a resident preacher, and even those few 
cannot be regularly supplied; hence the general 
call for more labourers in the vineyard of reconcil- 
iation. ‘Thus, whilst the different sects are remo- 
ving supernumerary labourers to Hindostan and the 
islands of the Pacific, and with herculean exertions 
providing for their maintenance there, we are pained 
to witness the destitution of gespel ministers in our 
immediate vicinity. We offer no inducement to 
our young brethren to enter the ministry but those 
which duty and the Gospel furnish. Say, then, ye 
young men, whem truth has enlightened, grace in 
structed, and devotion warmed with ardent zeal, 
Have you seen the whitened fields of the great Hus 
bandman ? Have you heard his children ask, “ Is 
there not yet a prophet of the Lord?” ITlave you 
known, that there is a “ famine in the whole land ; 
not a famine for bread, nor a thirst for water, but of 
hearing the word of the Lord?” Has not the “ still 
small voice,” that whispers to the conscience in 
tones that make the guilty tremble ; or to the obe- 
dient in accents “ sweet as angels use,” said, “ Go, 
prophesy to my people Israel ?” Waiting for the 
dispensation of Divine Providence, for the calling 
and perfecting for the work of the ministry, those 
Whom (oc will approve, we seck the fallen mantles 
of the departed Elijahs, that truth may be suitably 
illustrated and defended, believers blest with its in- 





‘fluence, and God elorified in them that belicve, 
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Brethren, of the Abrahamic faith, your prosperity 


and influence depend, not so much on your numbers, 


as your usefulness ; and to that, you are induced by 
every consideration that can influence the mind, or 
govern the actions of man. 
illimitable salvation, you can have no doubts of your 
own; you will therefore pity, while you attempt to 
enlighten those, who, from doubts, are sinking in 
despair. You cannot mourn as those “ without 
hope,” you can best offer comfort to the afflicted. 
You feel the comforts of Divine benevolence; you 
can, of course, appreciate your obligations to the 
stranger, the fatherless and widow. You know the 
zoodness of God, of his law, the everlasting profu- 
sion of his mercies ; and you know, that, as children 
of the best Parent, you should be the best children of 
that Parent. By thus doing you will silence gain- 
sayers, evince your discipleship, and win the confi- 
dence and respect of mankind. Those who profess 
the Gospel, but follow not with us, and those that 
know not God, we entreat as brethren to search the 
Scriptures, to test their own, and our views, with'the 
oracles of God, to “ prove all things, and hold fast 
that which is good.” The brethren who labour in 
word and doctrine, are reminded of the respoasibil- 
ity of their station. To you, is imparted the dis- 
pensation of the Gospel. Make it your study, as- 
certain the character of its divine Author, and en- 
deavour to understand by whom it was revealed, 
and for whom it was designed. Let not your pa- 
rochial, or other public duties, infringe on your 
hours of study, nor permit the closet to keep you 
from the desk. Visit the sick and the poor, those 
in health or affluence can dispense with your society 
better ; and it is from the latter you will have rea- 
son to seek relief for the former. Covet the “ best 
gifts,” rather than the best support; and the testimo- 
ny of your own conscience, and the approbation of 
the wise and good, will secure to you “ that peace 
which the world can neither give nor take away.” 
Finally, brethren, while you testify the grace of 
God with becoming zeal, be careful to maintain 
good works, that you may be rendered useful to 
men while you sojourn below, an ornament to your 
profession, and to the Gospel. And when the “chief 
Shepherd” shall appear, may you, and all herein 
addressed, and all the family of man, be permitted 
the enjoyment of purity, where life and glory are as 
perfect as durable, where your labours and suffer- 
ings shall cease, and love, the life of heaven, con- 


summate your bliss for evermore. Amen. 
By order. Srepuen R. Smirn. 
--—G—- - 


From the Right Reverend Bishop Hay’s Abridge- 
ment of the Christian Doctrine. 
ROMAN CATHOLIC VIEWS OF THE TRINITY. 


Q. How many Gods are there ? 

A. There is only one God. 

Q. How many persons are there in God ? 

A. In God there are three persons: God the Fa- 
ther, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. 

Q. Are these three persons really distinct among 


With an assurance of 


A. Yes, they are. 

Q. Why then are they not three Gods ? 

A. Because they ‘have all three but one and the 
self same divine nature and substance. 

Q. Is then each person true God ? 

A. Yes: each person is true God, and they are 
all three but one and the same God. 

Q. Does God the Father proceed from any other ? 

A. No, God the Father proceeds from none ; and 
he is therefore the first person of the Holy Trinity. 

Q. From whence does God the Son proceed ? 

A. From the Father only ; and therefore God 
the Son is the second person of the blessed Trinity. 

Q. From whom does God the Holy Ghost pro- 
ceed ? 

A. He proceeds both from the Father and the 
Son, and is therefore the third person of the adora- 
ble Trinity. 

Q. What do you understand by the word Trinity ? 

A. This great mystery of three persons in one 
God, distinct in their persons, and one im their na- 
ture and substance. 


—>-——- 
THE CORNER STONE 

Of the First Universalist Meeting House, now 
erecting in Westminster-street, was laid with the 
usual ceremonies on Monday forenoon last, in the 
presence of a large concourse of attentive specta- 
tors of both sexes. There had been copious show- 
ers of rain the preceding evening, and the day was 
unusually pleasant. The exercises were—a Hymn 
by the choir of the Society; an Address by Mr. 
Mace, minister of the Society; prayer by Mr. K1t- 
HAM, Of Attleborough; hymn, and _ benediction. 
The Address of Mr. Mace is generally spoken of in 
terms of high commendation. 
vent and devout. 


The prayer was fer- 
The performances by the sing- 
ing choir, vocal and instrumental, were excellent. 
It was gratifying to the liberal feelings of the nume- 
rous auditors to observe upon the platform, several 
of the most respectable officiating clergymen of this 
town, of different denominations, witnessing the 
solemnities of the occasion. In the corner stone 
was deposited a silver plate, on which was engraved, 
by Mr. Henry Tuornroy, the following inscrip- 
tion :— 
“The First Universalist Society in Providence, 
was incorporated by an act of the General Assem- 
bly of the state of Rhode-Island, at their October 
session, 1821. The corner stone of this edifice, 
designed for the service of Almighty God, through 
his Son Jesus Christ, was laid by the Rev. Fay- 
eTTeE Mace, on the 3d day of June, A. D. 1822. 
Joun H. Greene, Architect; Cates Mosuer, 
ZecHarRtaH Cuarer, joint Master Builders. 
‘The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice.” Psalin 
xevii. 1. Providence Paper. 
—=<— 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
THE SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION. 


According to appointment, the Southern Associ- 


ation of Universalists met at the house of Br. Lewis 





themselves ? 


Metcalf, in Wrentham, on Weduesday, June 12, 
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1822, and opened the council in solemn prayer at 
the throné of Grace, by brother Seth Stetson. 

Chose Brother Hosea Ballou, Moderator. 

Br. Barzillai Streeter, Clerk. 

Received the Rev. Seth Stetson, of Plymouth, 
into fellowship with the Association. Br. Stetson, 
has been for some years a preacher in the Congre- 
cational connexion, but has travelled in spirit and 
understanding through the wilderness of error, and 
reached the land of promise, that in Christ, the seed 
of Abraham, “all nations, families, and kindreds of 
the earth shall be blessed,” and “every creature 
which is 72 heaven, and on the earth, and under 
the earth, and in the sea, and all that are in them, 
shall be heard to say, blessing, honour, and glory be 
unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb, for ever.” This is not the first instance, and 
we have reason to believe, it will not prove the last, 
in which light shall dispel darkness, and the eyes of 
the blind be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped. 

The lame begin to walk, the dumb to inquire the 
way, in which Zion’s redeemed children may return 
home, laden with rejoicings. Br. Stetson sought, 
and he has found; he knocked and the door was 
opened unto him. And he would anxiously pray 
God, that his former brethren in the ministry, may 
‘Go and do likewise.” Letters of fellowship were 
ilso granted, to Brs. Barton Ballou, Jacob Frieze, 
and Benjamin Whittemore. For this addition of 
four brothers to our fraternity, the friends of truth 
cannot feel too grateful to the Lord of the harvest. 
In these we have learning, talents, and virtue. 

We pray the Shepherd and Bishop of Souls, that 
they may be prospered in all their laudable exer- 
tions, to extend the triumphs of truth, and to pro- 
mote individual and social happiness. 

Order of the Morning Service. 
Introductory Prayer—Br. Hosea Ballou, 2d. 
Sermon—Br. B. Streeter. Text, Mat. xiii. 33. 
Concluding prayer—Br. Seth Stetson. 

Afterncon Service. 

Introductory Prayer—Br. Jaccb Frieze. 

Sermon—Br. H. Ballou. Text, 1 Cor. i. 17. 

Concluding prayer—Br. Benj. Whittemore. 

Evening Service. 

Introductory Prayer—Br. Thomas Whittemore. 

Sermon—Br. Fayette Mace. Text Tit. ii. 11, 12. 

Concluding Prayer-Br. Zephaniah S. Crossman. 

These services were performed in the Baptist 
meeting house, before a crowded, solemn and re- 
spectable audience; and in a manner, as we hope 
acceptable to God, and profitable to men. 

We cannot close these remarks, without express- 
ing our acknowledgment, for the cordiality which 
we were received by our friends, and their un- 
remitted efforts in providing for our convenience 
and happiness. Will God bless and reward them 
for all their labour. 

Having attended to the concerns of the meeting, 
our council was closed by praye: and thanksgiving 
to God, for his providential mercies which had been 
overus during the session, by Brother Robert L. 
Killam. 





The Association stands adjourned to the second 
Wednesday of December next; then to be holden 
at the Universalist Meeting-house in Western, 
Massachusetts. 

By order of the Association, 
BARZILLAI STREETER, Clerk. 
—_—~<j— — 

“ Thy testimonies are very sure.” Psa. xciii. 5. 

So said the prophet. Reader, what say our Ar- 
minian friends on this head? Do they say the * tes- 
timonies of God are very sure?” God’s testimony, 
by his prophet, is, “ll nations whom thou hast 
made shall come and worship before thee, O Lord ; 
and shall glorify thy name.” Now we say, with 
the prophet, that “thy testimonies are very sure.” 
Our Arminian friends, however, will not admit that 
the te.timonies of God are sure in any sense. They 
say, “If man will not, God cannot.” Our quota- 
tion to suit their views, should read as follows—* Al) 
nations whom thou hast made might come, if they 
had a mind to, and worship.” But, according to 
them, a great many will not come, and God cannot 
make them. We do not see how they can dispose 
of the declaration of the prophet. Whether they 
will or not, we think it will- trouble them! 

On the other hand, our Hopkinsian and Calvinis- 
tic friends have a way peculiar to them, of expound- 
ing, &c. They will have it, that a part of some na- 
tions whom God hath made, shall come and wor- 
ship. When they talk about their neighbours’ 
souls, a part of some means all! When they talk 
about dollars, the whole means all! Salaries or 
dollars, and souls, are two things. The loss of a few 
dollars would be a terrible affair. But the loss of a 
few (i. e. many) millions of souls, is a very pleasing 
thing. We, however, cannot help believing the 
declaration that “ll nations whom thou hast made 
shall come and worship before thee, O Lord; and 
shall glorify thy name ;” for thou hast declared, by 
thy prophet, that, “ Thy testimonies are very sure !” 

i , 
From the Christian Intelligencer. 

A zealous, eloquent preacher, of the Arminian 
principles, used the following energetic method to 
induce sinners to repent and serve Christ. 

“Come, sinners; leave the service of the devil, 
and try religion for one year—one ‘month—one 
week—or even one day, and if you are dissatisfied 
and want to go back to your old master again, I will 
be the devil’s bondsman that he will accept of you.” 


—>— 
An avaricious professor was asked, how he could 


exhort and pray with such fervour. He replied ; 
“T leave my worldly disposition at the threshold of 
the house.” ‘True, said a neighbour; but you are 


careful to leave it where you can find it again, 
when you come out. ibid. 
—— 
COSTLY SUPERSTITION. 

At the last S. Judicial Court of Boston, a Mr. 
David Tucker, was subjected in $750 damages to 
Miss Mary Fuller, for breach of promise of mar- 
riage. It appears that the only reason assigned by 
the defendant for breaking off the match was, that 
the plaintiff persisted in attending the “ Universalist 
Meeting.” Nan. Enquirer. 
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From the Russian Inthology. 
ADDRESS TO DEITY. 


BY DERZHAVIN. 


© thou Eternal One! whose presence bright 
All space doth occupy—all motion guide ; 
Unehang’d through Time's all-devastating flight— 
Thou only God! There is no God beside. 
Being above all beings! Mighty Onc ! 
Whom none can comprehend, and none explore ; 
Who fill’st existence with Thyself alone ; 
Embracing all—supporting—ruling o cr— 
Keing whom we call God—and know no morc ! 


In its sublime research, Philosophy 
May measure out the ocean deep—may count 
The sands, or the sun's rays—but, God! for Thee 
‘There is no weight nor measure ; none can mount 
Up to thy mysteries. Reason’s brightest spark, 
Though kindled by Thy light, in vain would try 
Ta trace thy counsels, infinite and dark : 
And thought is lost ere thought can soar so high, 
Even like past moments in eternity. 


Thou from primeval nothingness didst call 
First, chaos; then existence—Lord, on thee 
Eternity had its foundation : all 
Sprung forth from Thee :—of light, joy, harmony, 
Sole origin—all life, all beauty, Thine. 
Thy word created all, and doth create ; 
Chy splendour fills all space with rays divine. 
Thou art, and wert, and shall be, glorious, great! 
life-giving, life-sustaining Potentate ! 


Phy chains th’ unmeasur’d universe surround ; 
Upheld by Thee, by thee inspired with breath ! 
Thou the beginning with the end hast bound, 
And beautifully mingled life and death! 
As sparks mount upwards from the fiery blaze, 
So suns are born, so worlds spring forth from Thee ! 
And as the spangles in the sunny rays 
Shine round the silver snow, the pageantry 
Of Heaven's bright army glitters in Thy praise. 


A million torches, lighted by Thy hand, 
Wander wawearied through the blue abyss ; 
They own Thy power, accomplish Thy command, 
All gay with life, all eloquent with bliss. 
What shall we call them ? Piles of crystal light ? 
A glorious company of golden streams ? 
Lamps of celestial ether burning bright ? 
Suns lighting systems with their joyous beams ? 
But Thou to these art as the noon to night. 


Yes! as a drop of water in the sea, 
All this magnificence in Thee is lost :— 
What are ten thousand worlds compared to Thee ¢ 
And whatam I then? Heaven's unnumber'd host, 
Though multiplied by myriads, and array’d 
In all the glory of sublimest thought, 
Is but an atom in the balance, weigh’d 
Against Thy greatness—is a cypher brought 
Against infinity! What am I, then ?—Nought. 


Nought !—but the effluence of Thy light divine, 
Pervading worlds, hath reach’d my bosom too ; 
Yes! in my spirit doth thy Spirit shine, 
As shines the sun-beam in a drop of dew. 
Nought! but I live, and on hope’s pinions fly 
Eager towards thy presence : for in Thee 
i live, and breathe, and dwell ; aspiring high, 
Even to the throne of thy divinity. 


Lam, O GOD! and surely THOU MUST BE! 


Thou art! directing, guiding all, Thou art! 
Direct my understanding then to Thee ; 
Control my spirit, guide my wand’ring heart : 

Though but an atom ‘midst immensity, 





Still Lam something, fashion’d by thy hand, 
I hold a middle rauk ‘twixt heaven and earth, 

On the last verge of mortal being stand, 
Close to the realms where angels have their birth. 
Just on the boundaries of the spirit land. 


The chain of being is complete in me ; 
In me is matter’s last gradation lost, 
And the next step is spirit—Deity ! 
[ can command the lightning, and am dust ! 
A monarch, and a slave ; a worm, a God! 
Whence came I here, and how ? so marvellously 
Constructed and conctiv'd? unknown? This clod 
Lives surely through some higher energy ; 
For from himself alone it could not be. 


Creator! Yes! Thy wisdom and Thy word 

Created me! ‘Thou source of life and good ' 
Thou Spirit of my spirit, and my Lord ! 

Thy light, thy love, in their bright plenitude 
Fill’d me with an immortal soul, to spring 

Over the abyss of death, and bade it wear 
The garments of @ternal day, and wing 

Its heav’nly flight beyond this little sphere, 

Even ia its source—to Thee—its Author there 


O thought ineffable! O visions ble::! 

Though worthless our conceptions all of Thee, 

Yet shall thy shadow’d image fill our breast, 

And watt its homage to thy Deity. 
God! thus alone my lowly thoughts can soar ; 
Thus seek thy presence—Being wise and good ; 

’Midst thy vast works, admire, obey, adore ; 

And when the tongue is eloquent no more, 

The soul shall speak in tears of gratitude. 
— 
ANECDOTE. 

Two gentlemen of different sentiments being 
once in company, one of them made a remark which 
led the other to thmk he was a Universalist ; upon 
which he said, Fhope, Sir, you do not believe in the 
doctrine of Universalism. The other immediately 
replied that he did, and had for many years. “ Why, 
(replied his friend) this is a very licentious doctrine. 
If I could only believe it, I would indulge myself in 
the practice of every vice.” “ And do you really 
mean so,” asked the other? “Indeed I do,” he 
replied; “If I believed as you do, I would enjoy 
myself at once.” ‘ And do you believe there is no 
moral change at or after death,” asked the other = 
“ None at all,” he replied. “ Then (said his friend 
if you get to heaven, you will sin for ever, for you 
are there to have the same disposition, and there 
will be no hell to restrain vou.” 

Bost. Univer. Mag. 


—~p— 
CORRESPONDENTS. 

* John,” proposing a number of Queries, is received 
They shall receive prompt notice, &c. Likewise, a com- 
munication from our old Calvinistic correspondent, at Ja- 
maica, (L. 1.) whom, in our Second voinme, we calles 
* ALB. As this communication is, in a great measure, 
repetition of former ones, and as the writer of it scolds in 
an extraordinary manner, it is probable we shall publish 
selections trom it, if any there be, which may be new to 
the reader. 

. —— 


All Communications, forwarded hy Mail, for publication in this Paper, 
must he post paid. City Correspondentsate informed, that a Letter-box 
is statroned at the entranee of the Printing Otlice, for the reception of 


their Communications. 
N.B. Subscriptions for this Paper are received at No. 454Pearl-Street. 
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